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OBSERVATIONS 


0N THE 
CONSPIRACIES 


OF THE 


1 Jurors; Se. 


IE Otwithſtanding the fo 
8 much complaints of des 
> generacy of Mankind; 
e yet in all Ages and Coun- 
DEE YZ tries there has been Ver- 


tue enough to ſecure ſottie 


5 Regards ſacred and inviolable; and pars 


ticularly the Life of 4 Fellow Creatures 
The Conſiderations which naturally flow 
from a Principle of Self-preſervation, and 
of not doing what we would not be done un- 
21 have guarded the Lives of Mankind 
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from any Attempts ; inſomuch, that all 
Nations and all Religions have agreed, 
forthwith to deſtroy ſuch who can be 


prevail'd upon, by their Paſſions, to break 
through this moſt natural Obligation. 
Every Country ſtands in Poſſeſſion of 
ſuch Laws, as immediately demand the 
Lite of that Perſog, ho is concern d in 
the Deſtruction of a' Fellow. Creature. 
And the Spirit of a Man ſo naturally 
riſes up againſt a Murderer, that very 
impatiently bears any Delay in the Stroke 
of. Juſtice upon him. 


But this Age has foſter'd up a Mon- 
ſter, which is impiouſly put upon us too 
in the Diſguiſe of. Religion, on the- 


- Subverſion of all natural Obligations, 
and on: the Ruins of Humanity. We 


have ſeen the Liberties of a brave Na- 
tion almoſt expiring under the Uſurpa- 
tions of a Phantome called High-Charehr, 
and the Abettors, and Promoters of this 


_ Deluſion, are yet meditating Revenge 


for their Diſappointment on the Lives of 
their Country-men. They who will 
not come into ſubjection to that Govern- 
ment which has refcu'd us from = 
Harpy, are propagating their helli 

Conte hyp Gonfpracints — a Non- Ju- 
ror, in Principle, is an Aſſaſſin. he 


: f i * * SEE 
19 4 


19 The uful Argument fol deſtroyit 
dur own. Species in open War, has no 
Place in juſtificatĩon of theſe Pious Bar- 
barities ; and the common Law of Na- 
ture and Nations, reſtrains even open 
Haſtilities under ſuch certain Conditions 
as; ſecures ah equality of Advantage 
ah] Diſadvantage 0 bevel tlie contend- 
ing Powers, the Tranſgreſſions of which 
are jointly puniſh' don both. Sides, wi 
the ſame Reſentment as a ſeeret Meorder 
in time of Peace. Bur fince our modern 
Church Militants have been diſappointed 
in Rebellion againſt the State, and redue*d 
by open Force to ſubmit to their Con- 
.queror, and even now Uto Breath at His 
Mercy; the ſanctify'd Leaders of that 
hopeful Enterpriſe, are explaining their 
new Religion out of all regards to the 
Law of Nature; and are propagating; 
their Cauſe by ſocret Ren, 18 more 
bog Murders. {v4 


The nerd g. to 4  terider Conſtt: 
ence, in Matters concerning Points of 
_Salvation,- and future Happineſs, are 
what both Humanity and Religion do 
loudly juſtify and call for. Bur never, 


will Ebgh-Cherch was heard of, and till 


the 
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(6) 
the preſent Race of Non-Jarors, were 
ſuch Pretenſions known to be a Cover 
for Ruffians and Murderers. Thoſe 


awful Regards to the Diſpleaſure of out 


Maker, which have been made the 
Foundation of Diſſentions in- ſome States 
and Churches, have never till now ſin- 
gled out a Band of Cut-Throats; who 
are Schiſmaticks in the Church, hy de- 
ſtroy ing all Obligations both natural and 
religious, and can be made Friends to 
the State, on no other Condition, than 
by villainouſly ſpilling the Blood of the 
Prince who preſides therein. So that if 
we may judge of the ſincerity of ſack 
Pretenſions, and whether their refuſal of 
Subjection to the Government be really 
from Scruples of Conſcience, by their 
Fruits, the Nation has the higheſt Rea- 
ſon in the World to pronounce them 
Impoſtors, and to treat them as Savages, 
without all Regards of Humanity and 
Religion; and who have it in their ac- 
curſed Purpoſes, Whenever Power ſhall 
favour them, to make this Country a 
Field of Blood, and erect a Dominion in 
the Church on the Maſſacre of the Sate. 


= And that this is not too hardly judging 


the preſent Non, jurors, W ill be manifeſt 


to 


| 


(7) 

to any, who recollect, that all truly Con- 
ſcientious Diſſenters from any Church 
and Government, have ſhew'd by their 
peaceable Lives, and a due Conformity 
to the Laws they were in Subjection to, 
both as Men and Chriſtians, the ſinceri- 

of ſuch Pretenſions; - whereas: theſe 

lood-Thirſty Saints, manifeſt, on all 
Occaſions, their diſregard not only to 
the moſt ſacred Ties of Religion, but of 
all ſocial Duties, : and are as profligate in 
their Manners, as they are miſchievous 
and villainous in their Principles. How- 
ever we {hall not travel through their 
perſonal Vices and Debaucheries, - but 
only obſerve ſo much upon their com- 
mon and publick Character and Practi- 
ces, as may ſufficiently arm all honeft 
People againſt their execrable Deluſions. 


All haye heard of their Meetings in- 
ſeveral Parts: of the Kingdom, and par- 
ticularly in Lendon, witli their manner 
of Behaviour and Worſhip there; and 
what care the Government of late has 
been at to ſuppreſs them. But it may be 
a ſecret. to mauy, that previous to ſuch 
Meetings on Pretenſions of Worſhip ac- 
ording to cheir Conſciences; they haue 
Cabals in a very ſecret; manner, . whbre. 
8 3 none 


(8) 
none are admitted but the. Parſon, 
and ſuch as have conform'd to their Teſt 
of Qualification and Confidence, beſides 
thoſe who thed come to give that Teſts; 


which is by receiving the — | 


and fwearing in the moſt expreſs Term 

not ta divulge any Secrets, not to pay 
any: Obedience: to the Prince on the 
Fhrone, or ever own his Title; and on 


Pretender by the Name of James III. 
and to be ready and aſſiſting in all Means 
to bring him into the Poſſeſſion of theſe 
Kingdoms, and this on the Pain of go- 
ing out of this World without Abſou: 
tion, and a certainty of eternal Damna- 
tion; and that after compliance here- 
with, there is free Admiſſion for ſuch 
into all their Meetings and Cabals. = 


A Perſon, very well known, hut not 
willing to be made public my Name, 
was to hopefully. Principled by the 
Preaching and Converſation of that 
fanftify'd Nan · Juror Welton, as to be 
brought to one of theſe precious quali- 
fying Meetings, by an Adept in their 
My tteries, with an Intention to conform 
tu their Teſt; but the mock Solemnity, 
and the unnatural and horrible * 
non | ICS 
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the other hand; ſwear Allegiance to the - 


(9) 
{es there diſcover'd in the. Admiſſion. of 
ſdme other Concerts before it came to 
his turn, gave ſuch a Shock to ſome re- 
mains of Humanity, that turn'd his Az 
verſion againſt them, And 6 bloody 
did their innitial Ceremonies appear, as 
to give him apprehenſions of Danger to 
his Life in retreating from them ; and 
the juſt Deſctiption of thoſe deteſtable 
Engagemeats, is every jot as odious to 
human Nature, and ſtrike the Imagi- 
nation with as much Horror as the moſt 
artful Repreſentations of infernal Inters 
courſes, and the Tranſactions of diabo- 
— Powers in Conſpiracy againſt Man- 

nd. 


The main Principles inculcated are, 
That not only Government is the poſi- 
tive Inſtitution of Heaven, but the Per- 
ſons who have a Right to Govern. That 
this Kingdom is in the Right of a parti- 
cular Family abſolutely to Rule over it. 
That it can never be happy untill ſuch 
Right takes place. That no Means are 
unlawful to reſtore that Right. That 
the Clergy are the Guide of Mens Con- 


ſciences. That they have full Power of 


Abſolution, and that without it, eternal 
Damnation is inevitable, Tio 


B And 


Church, James Shepherg, 


1 


And upon theſe Principles do poor des 
luded Wretches come from their Meet - 
ings, burning with Hatred agaioſt the 
preſent Government, and meditating: 
Murders, and the moſt execrable Villa» 
1es, as they imagine thereby to do 
Go: Service. And thus has this young; 
hipſter, this hopeful Sprigg of High- 

ra, been nurs'd up 

or the Gallows. He has been er 
by theſe Spiritual Butchers, to think of 
ſerving God by committing Murder, and 
of adyancing the Intereſt of a Church, 
by ſhedding innacent Blood. Junocent 
om that Perſon's not being in a ſtate of: 
War with the intended Aſſaſſin; and 
Innocent, becauſe in Poſſeſſion, not by 
any Acquiſition of Power, but by a vo-, 
tuntary Choice, and the legal Settlement, 
of a Free People ; which alone give the 
beſt Right poſſible to temporal Dominion. 


And becauſe this uncommon Inſtance 
of the Power of Deluſion, in the Perſe- 
verance of young Shepherd in his exe- 
crable Purpoſes to the laſt Moments, 
may have an unhappy Influence over 
weak People, and will ia all probability 
be made the moth of, by the ay” 3 
EK | 0 


* 
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(1) 
of that Enthuſiaſm ; we ſhall endeavour 
to obviate ſuch pernicious Tendencies, by 
diſcovering the Falſity of the Principles, 
and the abominable wickedneſs of the 


Practices of the Von-Jurors, and parti- - 
cularly of thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Wolves, who 


under the Covert of Holy Veſtments, 
and a Sacred Office, are conſpiring the 
moſt inhuman Barbarities, and would let 


out the Blood of the Nation, rather than 
not accompliſh their helliſn Deſigns. 


As to the Principles of theſe Men, if 
they may be ſo call'd, it feems ſome- 
what prepoſterous to examine into their 
Validity and Reaſbnablemeſs; | becauſe. 
their Fruits are ſo unnatural and deteſta- 
ble. And they have been ſufficiently ar- 
gu*d upon already; it may here there- 
tote ſuffice, to ſhew by what Steps this 
miſerable Wretch, more particularly un- 
der Regard, was wrought up to be a 
Murderer ; with ſuitable REMARKS 


It ſeems that James Shepherd was of & 


Saturnine Complexion, very Thought- 


ful, and much given to Reading. In 
the laſt School he was at in Salisbury, 
even the Boys were ſcandalouſly anima- 
> $a 3 * B' 2 a | ted 


'(:12)) 
ted into the Intereſt of the Pretender, 
and zealouſly wiſhed Succeſs to the En- 
terpriſes of his Friends, then in Rebellion 
in Scotland and the North of England. 
And Shepherd, by his Confeſſion ſince, 
own'd his Notions of that Perſon's 
Right, and the Illegality of keeping 
him therefrom upon any Pretences what- 
ſoever, from ſome Sermons and Pam- 
phlets, that were about thoſe Times 
publiſh'd on that Side, diftinguiſh'd by 
the Name of High- Church, which it ap- 
pears he has been greatly improv'd and 
berdend in by Attendance on the Non- 
Jurors Conventicles, and by private Con- 
verſations with their Miniſters. 


And tho? Mr. Leat, the Non Juror, 
remains in the Poſſeſſion of ſome Merit, 
on account of his Diſcovery of this Boy's 
horrid Deſigns, with ſome People, yet 
by the Report of Mr. Scot, and the Fa- 
mily, where this Lad was an Appren- 
tice, it appears that he was a frequent 
Viſiter of Mr. Leak, and that he was by 
de train'd up, and confirm'd in thoſe 
Principles, which led him to his deteſta, 
ble Conſpiracy upon his Majeſty's Life; 
and that the Boy only prov'd more con- 
ſiſtent in his Concluſions than N 
FCC TE.» ͤ;ͤv.]]]·§Ü6ũo%]x2 Parrata U 
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uncharitable, we may attribute ſt 
Diſcovery more to Surpriſe and Timeri- 
ty, than any due Abhor rence of the Fact 


(3) 


ful Tutor, readily ſeeing and — 


upon the Practices of what was natural- 
ly pointed out by ſuch Principles, the 
Fright and Danger of putting which in- 


to Execution, ſcar'd the Parſon into a 
Diſcovery : So that without — at all 
uch a 


intended. And this Imputation is the 
more juſtify?d by Lezk's Shyneſs, and Re- 
fuſal afterwards of viſiting his Diſciple 
when in Confinement, in order to uſe 
any proper Methods to bring him to a 
due Senſe of the wickedneſs of his Pur- 
poſes, which were often, in vain, ſoli- 
cited from him by many Perſons, upon 
miſtaken Apprehenſions, that his Diſco- 
very of the Traytor, was from a Hatred 
of the Treaſon. WET. 


However, after the Law had parted 


the Scholar from his Maſter, and fecur*d 
him to anſwer for his wicked wy 


it ſeems the Impreſſions were too ſtrong 
to be remov'd by ordinaty Means, and 
the kindeſt Treatment, and the moſt 
reaſonable Expoſtulations, could nor. ia 
the leaſt ſhake his Reſolutions. He was 
long kept in a Meſſenger's Cuſtody, td 
15 b gs; "op Ke. % give 
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(14) 


give the better Opportunity of having 


him frequently examin'd and talk'd to 
by thoſe whole Office it more immedl- 
ately is to guard the State againſt ſuch 
Conſpirators, and whoſe Goodneſs and 
Skill were the moſt likely to prevail up- 
on him; as well as to keep him out of 
the Hands of ſuch as, in a common 
Priſon, might endeavour to harden him 
in this Iniquity. During this kind and 


merciful Treatment, he was found, in 


all Examinations, to have ſo thoroughly 


ſuck'd in the Poiſon, and to have made. 


himſelf ſo thorough a Maſter of his 
wicked Cauſe, as not only to appeat 
immovable in it, but to have all the Ar- 


tiſices in its Juſtification, that it was ca- 


pable of from much older Heads; inſo- 


much, that when he was àsk'd, Whe- 


ther he had ever heard or read of Ru- 
villac, who ſtabbed a King of France ?. 
he readily anſwer'd, Yes; but that his 
Caſe was much different from his own; 
becauſe Ravillac ſtabb'd a lawful King, 
whereas his Intentions of ſo doing was 


hpon a Uſur per. 
And here we cannot well paſs re- 
marking, that Mezeray-in his Hiſtory of 
France, relates, that that Regicide was 
— „ 
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4100 worked up into his Villainous Re- 
folution, by a Faction that whiſpered; 
and diſperſed about in Libels, Notions 
prejudicial ta that Prince's Title, and tha 
Legallicy of doing Evil that Good 
might come of it, and of committing 
even Murder, in Juſtification of à ſip 
periar Right. So that our Exgliſb Afi 
faſſine, notwithſtanding the /Flatteries 
of: Deluſion, and the artful Conſtructi- 


ons of his Prompters, is exactly upoa 
the ſame Foot as the French one Was. 


He was fant to Nengate but 4 ſhoe 
time before his Tryah where he obſti- 
nately refufed all the good Offices of 
the Ordinary of that Place, and ſent for 
one Orm, a Non · juring Prieſt, ho 
kept the Conventicle in Alderſg ſe ate-ſtreet;; 
till the. Magiſtrates ſappref&'d it, Wb 
very claſely attended dim, aud Who: foi - 
eſtectually kept him firm in the Prin- 
ciplas infuſed into him by his Brother 
Zeab, that if the World may judge of 
his Merits by the Boy's Behaviour upon | 
Fryal and afterwards, every honett: 
Man that has any value for his o-Wn Life, 
mult have been glad to have: had him 
hang'd with his Pupil. For ſuch was 
the Fargunels of this young Murderer 


upon 


(WE -... 
upon his Tryal, that it was afoaithing 
to the whole Court; and tho? he plead- 


ed Not Guilty to his Indictment, yet he 


had the Impudence to diſtinguiſh that 
' Plea fo far as it related to the Guilt of 


the Fact; for that he owned, but denied 


it to be a Criminal Action, ſaid, he in- 
tended fully to do it, if he was then at 
Liberty, would endeavour it, and that 
he was ſorry for nothing, but that he 
expected to die for the Intention only, 
as it would have been a Conſolation to 
him to have loſt his Life for the Execu- 


tion. 


Such unparalell'd Effrontry in Wick- 
edneſs did not, however, occaſion the 
leaſt Harſnneſs or Severity in his Judges 
more than what the Law enjoyn'd ; and 
the Recorder in pronouncing Sentence 
upon him, did it with all the Mildneſs 
and Tenderneſs of a Chriſtian, which by 


the Criminal was receiy*'d with Deri- 


ſion and Contemptuous Smiles. And 
the like inſolent Behaviour he likewiſe, 
at ſeveral Times, ſhew'd during his 
Tryal, eſpecially when any . mention 
was made of his King, as he called 
him, by the Appellation of Pretender. 


The 


* 


The Ordinary in his Narrative informs 
us, That he had it from him, That he 
ad 4 ſtrong Impulſe upon his Mind, thut 
he ſbould be the Perſon. that | ſhoald do the 
meritorioas AGF. of killing the Ring, and 
that he verily believed it was a Motion 
that came from God to his. Soul, But 
the Fate of this Enthuſiaſt may ſuffi- 
ciently convince his Brethren of the 
- Dagger; the Non: jurors, that ſuch Im- 
pulſe was from the Father of Lies; and 
is enough to make any one, who has 
the leaſt Remains of Religion or Hu- 
manity, tremble to fee one ſo fatally 
under the Power of Deluſion, as to ima- 
gine the Suggeſtions to an Action can 
come from God Almighty; which Action 
is in ir ſelf Diabolical; becauſe it cannot 
be comply'd with, but upon the Vio- 
lation of the fundamental Law of Na- 
ture, of Nations, and of Religion. 

And in ſome of thoſe few Intervals, 
- Wherein he was left by O—m and his 
Brother Cut-Throat, he ſhewed great 
- uneaſineſs at the Ordinary's Importuni- 
ties with him, and ſometimes expreſſed 
a Diſtruſt of his own Weakneſs; and a 
; Fear of being wrought upon to a Con- 
- 1 C viction 


(185) 
viction of his Errors, and ſaying, That 
he was not Stholar enongh to argue with 
Lim; when it was reafoird with him, 
that the Diſappointment of his Purpoſes, 
was a Proof that they cou'd not come 
from God, he returned, That proceeded 
not from the Iliegality of the Fatt, but 
in Jadgment upon him for . ſome Sins 
he had otherwiſe committed. When it 
was asked whether he ever reflected up- ; 
en the Heinouſneſs of the Pact he in- 
tended ? Whether he had no Dread, 
no Horror upon him at the Thoughts of 
it ? or had never any Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience about it? He ſaid, AN, but that 
on the contrary was very well pleaſed with 
it, and very eafj in bit Mind 'aboat it; 
and that his 'Reſolations thereanto: proceed- f 
ed from u otber Motive: than 4 — 4 j 
his Duty to His K-1N'& ; and that 
| himſelf had not ſueterded, yet he hnew' awno- 
ther wund have don it if- he had ii, ; 
but he was dead but a few Days fince. | 
And it was remarkable to ſeveral who 
went to ſee him out of Curioſity, that 
a few Days before his Execution, he Was 
more than ordinarily dejected and ſor- 
rowful, which ſome apprehended aad | 
hoped. to ariſe from ſome : growing 
Senſe of — 
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thereupon ; but this Wretch accounted 


for it after this impious Manner : And 


"ſo far was he from any Coaviction of 


being in a Fault, that even in view. of 


the Horrors of Death, he conceived 


more Sorrow at the Diſappointment of 
perpetrating the. execrable Fact, than 
at his own miſerable Condition. 


"= To further Im rtunities with him 
upon the Heinouſneſs of his Crime at 


another Time; he anſwered, That he 


as ſatisfied he was in the right; adding, 


That he had not altered his Mind in the 


Matter, nor ever mould alter it; and that 


af it were in his Power he would ſtill kill 


im whom we own af x" our King, or any 
And becauſe it was ex- 
pected the ſame way of concluding for 


the Legality of this Fact, would alſo 
-equally conclude agaiaſt the late Queen, 


it was put to him, Whether he would 


have done the fame to the Queen, had 
he, in her Life-time, the Power, and the 
ſame Perſwaſion? to which he very 
veadily and very impugently anſwered 


that he would. But when he perceived 


that many People about him were ſur- 
priſed, and in a manner ſeized with 
Horror at ſuch an Expreſſion, he began 


C 2 to 
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to quibble, that perhaps he would not 
have done it becauſe ſhe was 4 Woman who 
governed not herſelf, but others did it for 
_ an, : F244 | 8. 


Here the Folly and Raſhneſs of · this 
Loungſter has blab'd out the real Senſe 
of the whole Party; for no Artifice in 
the World can find out any Flaw in 
— George's Title, that does not as 
much conclude againſt that of Queen 
Anne, the former poſſeſſing by the ſame 
Right ag the latter did; and therefore 
all thoſe who are diſaffected to the pre- 
ſent Government and Family, do very 
fooliſhly cover their true Motives of 
Diſatfection with an honourable Regard 
to the Memory of Queen Aane, becauſe 
the Reaſons that conclude againſt one, 
tloes allo againſt the other. All the 
Rabble therefore, and Out- rage that has 
been made under that Covert, has been 
only to delude the unthinking People, 
whoſe Affections were naturally ſtrong 
for the Colour of theſe Pretenſions; and 
the Leaders of that Party, were as 
much Aſſaſſines and Murderers in Prin- 
piple as this very Wretch under our 
Remark; only they were in hopes of 
bringing about their accurſed Ends «4 
DONT" PM Re” . Ad- 
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Advantages they took from that Prin- 
ceſs's Sex and Weakneſſes ; whereas | 
their Hopes that way are now deſtroy- 
ed by the Vigilance and Conduct of the 
King, who has overthrown all their 
Plots and Machinations; and therefore 
are they reduced to the laſt ſhift their 
Villainy can have Recourſe to; and it 
may fairly be concluded upon them, that 
had there not been Hopes from the 
Meaſures they decoy'd that unhappy 
Princeſs into, of bringing about their 
Deſigns, without ſuch a ſhocking Step 
as they have now taken againſt his Ma- 
jeſty, that very Princeſs's Life would 
have been as' much in danger of a pri- 
vate Stab; and ſome Aſſaſſine or other 
would have been ſpirited up into the 
execrable Execution, as much as this 
Shepherd has been now. So that this may 
hereafter remain as a ſure ftandard for 
Jacobitiſm ; and that all who are not 
Friends to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
were never fo to the laſt Reign; and 
that all their Pretenſions of Reſpect to 
That, is only to conceal their Conſpi- 
racies againſt This, 5 
For ſome farther Management of the 
Party with this Enthuſiaſt, we refer to 
ſome of the Ordinary's Narrative in his 
own Words. | I 


7 


J found ſomebody had been tamper- 
ing with, and hardning him in his wick- 
ed Principles, which I thought before 
were peculiar to himſelf, and that none 
was ſo blind and ſo inhuman, as to be 
altogether of his Sentiments; for one 
Morning hearing he was in a private 
Room, and a Clergy-man with him, I 
deſir'd to go and ſee him; which at firſt 
was deny*d me, but afterwards granted, 
tho' not without ſome difficulty; and 
ſeeing two Men then with the Priſoner ; 
I firſt addreſsd myſelf to one of them 
who was in the Habit of a Divine of 


the Church of England, of whom I 


ask'd, How he found this poor unhappy 
young Man? and, Whether he repented ? 
He anſwer'd, That he found him in a very 
good State: To which I ſaid, I rejoke «t 
it, and bleſs God for it. And then turn- 
ing to the young Man himſelf, I ſaid to 
him, Now you muſt give Glory to God, 
and acknowledge your Faults; that 
eſpecially for Which you now lie under 
this ſad Condemnation, Hold there 
(cry'd out that Prieſt, or Jeſuit, or Wolf 
in Sheeps cloathing) [ am his Father-Con- 
feſſor, and He and | are of the ſame Com- 
munion, and Tou are not, What ! te. 


— 
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ply'd. 


„ 
ply'd 1 to him, are you of that Compar- 
nion which holds it lawful for Men to Mur- 
der Princes for Equity in 4 moſt treache- 
rou and execrable Manner ? I wonder you 
are not aſbam d ont. Then he went on, 
faying, Jam in Communion with him, aud 
what is fit to be ſaid to him, he ſhall receiueiit 
from me, and none but me, mho am his pro- 
per C onfeſſor ; and he ſhall give you no Ac- 
 cownt of himſelf, nor wo Anſwer 10 any 
Queſtion jou ſhall ast him. Strange! 
asd I, May not I, the Miniſter and Ordi- 
nary of this Place, have as much Liber- 
ty to ask Queſtions of a Priſoner here, 
as you pretend to have? Methinks you 
are very rude and unmannerly. But I 
will ask him, and ſo J did ask him again, 
Whether or no he {till perſiſted in this 
Opinion, That it was lawful for him to 
murder the King or Any-body elſe ? + 
Pray ſpeak your Mind freely, ſaid I: 
But he anſwer'd nothing. Then I turn» 
ing to that pretended Confeſſor, or Di- 
rector of his Soul, ſaid to him, This Si- 
lence is the Effect of your bidding him 
not to anſwer me in any Thing. But I 
will take the Liberty to ask you your 
ſelf a Queſtion or two. Do you think 
him in a good State to entertain ſuch a 
wicked traiterous Imagination as that of 

| _ killing 
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killing King George is? Do you not think 
he ought to repent of it? Theſe were 
Queſtions I ſucceſſively put to him; 
- who inſtead of giving me a diſtinct An- 
ſwer to each of them, as he ſhould 
have done, was pleas'd only to afford 
me theſe few Words; I have nothing to 
| ſay to jou. But; reply*d I, I have ſome- 
thing more to ſay to you myſelf: I will 
ask you this other Queſtion ; Anſwer 


me. Do you not think in your Con- 


ſcience, that he ought publickly to con- 
feſs this horrid Crime, and beg Pardon 
for it? No, ſaid he; and with that 
went away as faſt as he could, (the 
Door being open) and after him the Pri- 
ſoner, whom I was not ar Liberty then 
to diſcourſe by himſelf ſo much as one 
Moment longer. But the next Day, 
having leave given me (which one would 

think I ſhould always have had) to ſpeak 
with him, I accordingly. went to the 
\ Room appointed for my ſeeing him. 


There I found him and this *foremen- 


tion'd Father-Confeſfor, with his Aſ- 
ſiſtunt. After ſome previous Words of 
Civility, I ſaid, I was come to ſpeak to 
this poor young Man; and ſo 1 did: 
But as that Prieſt then told me, ſo J 
found, chat he would not give me any 


Anſwer 


£ — * 
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Anſwer to the Queſtions I put to hin; 
which were, Whether he had imparti- 


ally conſider'd the heinous Fact he would 


have committed ; and, Whether he now 
abhorr'd it, and repented of it; As he 
would not, nor did give me any Anſwet 
to theſe Queries; ſo I pray'd that Con- 
feſſor of his to exhort him, and give him 
his Opinion in the Matter before tne : 


But he ſaid, He would not do it, and 
what he had to ſay to him, he would not ſay 


in my Preſence ; neither was the Priſoner (as 
he told me before) obliged to ſatisfy me in 
thoſe Things I demanded of him; for I 
was not his proper Prieſt; 1 was not of his 
Communion, which he often repeated. 


Here we have the true Portraiture of 


an Enthuſiaſt, ſpirited up in Impeniten- 


cy for the fin of Murder, by one, who 
would put himſelf upon us for a Mar 
and a Chriſtian, But by this we ſhall 
hereafter be the better able to know a 
Non-juror ; and notwithſtanding their 
Habit and impious Pretentions to Sancti- 
ty and Religion, this gives us Reaſon to 
be as much upon the Guard againſt them 
as a common Rufflan. Such Miſcreants 
will, in vain, hereaſter, Pawm upon us 
ther Chriſtianity, while in one Hand 
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they ſhew the Teſtament of our Saviour, 
and in the other conceal the bloody Dag- 
ger. What Apprehenſions of Tetrer 
muſt it give every honeſt Mind, to ſee 
a poor Youth made the Inſtrument of 
Murder by theſe ſanctify'd Confpira- 
tors, and ſupported under the Sentence 
of Death, for ſuch deteſtable Intentions, 
into a Juſtification of the Fat, by one 
whoſe Office it is to preach Repentance? 
And to uſe the utmoſt Application too, 
not only to harden him into Impetency 


. himſelf, but alſo to keep others away 


who are employ'd for that charitable and 
important Task; fo that the Non-jurors 
are not only chargeable with this 


| Wretches unhappy Fate in this World, 


by prompting him to an Action which 
forfeits his Life to the Law ; but alſo of 


| aſcertaining, as far as in them lay, his 


eternal Damnation, by hurrying him our 
of the World without Repentance. 
W hat they have to anſwer for hereafter 
for ſuch monſtrous Critnes, is not in this 
State to be determin'd ; but what Me- 
thods the Government will take in the 
Reward of ſuch Iniquity, begins to be 
already explain'd to us; as O:m, this 
Wretches Confeſſor is already taken into 
Cuſtody upon that Account, and call'd 

upon 
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upon to anſwer it to the Law of our 
Country, for abſolving the intended 


Murderer of our King. 


What a Communion theſe Nop-jurers 
account themſelves of, is hard to tell. 
This Boy it ſeems had nothing to fay in 
Matters offReligion, and the Concerns 
of his Soul, to a Miniſter of the Prote- 
ſtant Church of Ezgland, becauſe for- 
ſooth he was not of bis Communion ; but 
if their Practices, if the Fruits of their 
Faith, may be judg'd by, it mult be ſome- 
what very diabolical ; and a Slaughter- 
houſe will give us the Left Concep- 
tions of their Church. 


It ſuffices only to obſerve further, that 
this harden'd Creature continu'd in. his 
Obſtinacy to the laſt Moment, and one 
of this Infernal Communion, Non-ju- 
ring Orm, continued his Application rilt 
then, to make him ſo. But a great diſ- 
appointment theſe ſpiritual Cut- Throats 
have met with ſince, in the Governments 
forbidding his laſt Speech to be publiſh'd, 
for it ſeems they had great Expectations 
of propagating the Principles of their 
Communion, by that Means; for which 
| Purpoſe, ſome Days before his Death, 
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his laſt Speech was ready made for him, 
and many Copies of it given out ; and 
notwithſtanding the Printing being for- 
bid, becauſe they are very induſtriouſly 
handed about in Manuſcript, and many 
may be ready enough to receive bad Im- 
preſſions therefrom, we ſhall here juſt 


take Notice of what looks moſt like Ar- 


gument therein, carefully avoiding that 


| Poiſon and Treaſon in which it is con- 


vey d, 


The Subſtance of it turns upon a Sup- 
poſition of the Invalidity of the King's 
Fule, and the Right of the Pretender; and 
upon the Legality of deſtroying an Uſarper by 
any Means; he juſtifies his Intention, by 
putting it upon an Equality, with that 
againſt the Ferſon he calls his Ming, for 


which there has been 4 Reward of One Hun- 
- area Thouſand Pounds to encourage the Ex- 


ecution, and affirming, that the ſecret 
Tourney of the Earl of P- was for that 
Parpeſe ; and concludes, with declarin 

his Motive to be, freeing this Nation from 


4 Civil Mar. And in our Remarks upon 


this, becauſe it comes as the Senſe of a 


certain Communion, in the Farewel of 


one of their Brethren at the Gallows, we 
ſhall particularly addreis to the Non-ju- 
a * . , a rors, 
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rors, who it ſeems are of this hopeful 
. Fraternity. 


As for his Majeſty's Title, we leave it 
to that Power which made it,the Conſent 
and Choice of the Nation in Parliament, 
and which has been reinforc'd by many 
ſubſequent Acts: And the Right of the 
Pretender, with thoſe who fetch ſuch 
Things from an inviſible World, and pre- 
tend to find Commiſſions for temporal 
Dominion in Spiritual Records, that are 
only in the keeping of the Clergy, and 
none can read but themſelves. 


But for the Legality of taking off an 
Uſurper by any Means whatſoever, 
tho? e have no occaſion to enter into 
any Arguments about it, with theſe 
ſanctified Maſters of the Dagger, be- 
cauſe we will not gratify them in ſuppa- 
ſing the Caſe to be our own; it is a 
Doctrine worthy only thoſe holy De- 
ſtroyers who propagate it: But herein 
they have moſt barbarouſly impoſed 
upon their Pupil Shepherd, in perſwa- 
ding him, that an Action, in which a 
whole Nation concurs, in a judicial 
Way, according to the Laws of their 
Conſtitution, to call for the Life of an 
249 5 » | 1 . 0 In- 
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Invader, and encourage the taking it 
by a Reward ; and a fingle Perſon, or a 
private Cabal, in a Conſpiracy, and an 


extra- judicial Manner, . without any 
Form or Pretence of Law, to attempt 
the Life of one in poſſeſſion of a Crown 
that was given him, and ſet upon his 
Head by general Conſent. What have 
theſe Wretches to auſwer for, both here 
and hereafter, for making a weak Boy 
believe, that becauſe the Nation in Par- 


liament has ſet a Price on the Life of 
one whom they will not have to Rule 


over them, but would force himſelf up- 


on them, therefore he would not Sin in 
attempting the Life of one actually upon 
the Throne by publick Choice? 


Civil Actions may be good or bad, 


as they are, or are not in Conformity to 


the Laws of Society; and even the ta- 
king away the Life of a Fellow-Crea- 
ture, is determinable by this Standard. 
The politive Law of God forbids the 
taking away the Life of a Man, and the 


 Lawof Society does likewiſe forbid it 


under the Penalty of Death by the Tran [ 


greſſion; but there is a regard ſuperior 


to both the 5 and that is the neceſſary 


and immutable Law of God, ariling 
. from 


{ — 
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from the Natural Relations of Beinps, 
which is commonly called the Law of 
Nature; and That when applied to Civil 
Policy, is the Nas Populi, the Preſer- 
vation of the Community; and there- 
fore both the poſitive Law of God, and 
the Social Law of Men, againſt killing, 
are upon publick Exigenctes broke thro?, 
and by an Act of the Civil Community 
it is made Lawful to kill: And this is 
the Caſe of the Pretender. The Na- 
tion for certain Reaſons arifing from the 
Security and Preſervation of their Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Conſtitution, ſay ſuch a one 
ſhall not be their King; but becauſe 
that Perſon makes Attempts by armed 
Powers to force himſelf upon them for 
a King, to prevent his Succeſs therein, 
they make it lawful, and it does thereby 
become lawful, to kill that Perſon, be- 
cauſe their Safety is always 1a danger 
from his Life; and to encourage the 
Execution of an Action ſo much to the 
Publick Good, they are from the ſame 
Principles juſtified in offering a Reward 
for it. But nothing leſs than ſuch a 
Publick Regard, can make the takin 
away a Life ceaſe to be Criminal; a 
that is always known by the Voice of 
the Community in a judicial n 
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The Attempt therefore of theſe Non- 
juring Ruffians, ſuppoſe it was even 
upon any private Perſon, can no ways 
be juſtified from ſuch Conſiderations, 
but the Law'of God and of Man ſtand 
good againſt them, and they forfeit 
their own Lives by ſuch an Attempt ? 
and 'tis a Pity if our Laws cannot reach 
theſe black Confpirators, who have 
prompted this Boy into Overt AQts of 
Treaſon, and make them an Example, 
for the Benefit of that new bloody Com- 
ms | Ce” 


The Impudent Aſperſion upon a No- 
ble Lord concerning his Journey Abroad, 
is too barefac'd an Artifice to deſerve 
any Refutation; and is only introduced 
for a popular Colour of their own vile 
- Treawas.. ' | 


The declared Motive for theſe Aſſaſ- 
ſines is to free the Nation from Civil 
War; but be it again told them, that 
it is owing to them only, that it has been 
threaten'd with one, and from them 
only, is it in danger; and therefore the 
more of them are hang'd, the ſafer we 
hall be from ſuch Apprehenſions. With 
What Front can theſe Murderers pre- 
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U or Hate by Thee forbidden, or 
evil Though agel erftant Cali; 
but every Paſſion ſhall ſubſide in Love. 
ErERNAL Worn, no leſs than Hea- 

en King Almighty, God Incarnate, 

God and Man, of Love great Patern ; 

who for Sinners dyedſt, and dying for 

thine Enemies didit Pray ; with ardent 

Lobe of Thee my Soul inflame ; then 

fear of Man, Hate, and revengeful 

2 3 bts, with what elſe Thee diſplea - 

2 y hence, that Love may 
— onarch of my Heart, 

| MNISCIENT Amr, Self-Exiſti 

God Uncreate, Tmmenſe, Un — 5 65 

roceeding from the PATHER and tlie 

N ; nor leſs than theſe, Almighty Gov, 

Urea Kine, of Love, into my Mind 

thy ſelf, infuſe,” and Uriying thence bafe 

Fear, revengeful Thoughts, Pride, A- 

- varice, and what to theſe © is like, im- 

— thy Love, ſure Pledge of future 

Blifs. Then when Death Summons me, 

I may with on a my Breath to 

Thee my God, , (of Infamy and 


Pain quite ariel but loſt in end- 
Nur Extaſies of Love. 


Almighty Tyxzz, our evet-living 
God, grant this (I know thou wilt) for 
"how 1 feel the kindling Flame within, 
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therefore to Thee, moſt holy ee) 
Goodfieſs Infinite; Torah, ddl, bp | 
Horx GnosT, coqual, 
comprehen ible, in Loves Where H 
nion join 701 Be Glom, Pr aiſe, bz 
and Pomer, n el 70 4 & 
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edge whatſoever; and becauſe the Acti-· 
ons of the Speaker, diſcover Murder in 
his Heart, whereas the Love of à Chri- 
ſian; expreſſes it ſelf in all the kindeſt 
Offices, and makes him a Friend to all 
his Bellow Creatures. But it muſt be 
very little worth the while to enquirs 
into the Religion of a People whoſe Aci. 

ens ate inmoru, and deftyattive to natu - 
val Principle; whatſoever Garniſh rhere- 
fore theſe Murdeters may give to their 
Devotions, and dying Speeches, with 
Words of -a' Religious' Import, their 
a goa loadl 5 — 1 8 thar 
they are Impotors, 4 that they put 
al chip 


on the Holy Out · ſide only to concea 
villamous Conſpitacie. 
But before we quit theſe Doctors of 
the bloody Communion, it may not be 2 | | 
miſs to obſerve, that their Pretenſjon | 
to retreat from: this Imputation is toq 4 
late; and that tlley can by no means 
get from the Juſtice of it, how much 
ſoever they may nom pretend an "Al 
horrence of Shepherd%s Treaſon, upon A 
1 of the Vengeance which 

Aw hangs ouer them, whenever the 
Government ſhall thin proper to cha» 
Riſe them: For it is the moſt Vain Thing 
imaginable, to diſclaim the — 
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al 
U that even a weak Boy could 


Sn 


gipled this Boy with Doctrines, from 


they, would put him off! for a Lunecick, 
- and diſqw him. But ſuch Evaſions will 
not ſerve; their turn: And this unhappy 


Boy, who has anſwered for his Treaſons 


in this World wich his Life, had not Mur- 


der more in Principle, and Intention, than 


Fog ſurviying Teachers; but only leſs 
Cunning 4o- concealing it, till a ſafer Op- 
ortyaity:of Execution. 

Upon his: Occaſion: likewiſe we may 

be 422m” 0 ted jult £0 obſerve, that in eve- 

ry Conſtiution of Government founded 
upon a Natural Right of the Communi- 
ties making its own Laws, as that of 

e . is, no Per ſon can be fafely 

pou 2 Memberſhip therein, who be- 
Eves, and teaches that there are poſitive 

Laws from God, by Vertue of which, 4 

Man can, and ought, to act in Oppoſition 


» 
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hence he very readily concludes ſuchan | 
Aion to be a Duty; but becauſe the 
Execution of that Action is attended 
with great Danger, and their Conſpira- 
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Confeſſor, boy'd him up to the laſt Mo- 


ments in Juſtification of his murderous 


Intentions ? upon a Belief that they were 
dictated from above, and that it would 


have been ag AQ of: Merit co have exe- 
cuted them. If no more of their Diſciples 
are hardy enough to act in the ſame Con- 


ſiſtency 
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